
PART ONE: The Thread of Knowledge 
 

Meditation 
 
Intellect without discipline is empty – devoid of wisdom. The calm mind is the one that truly knows.1 
 
As this war continues, generation after generation, the thinking person must ask, how did it start? How did we achieve this state of affairs? Although war is a complex 
game, its cause is simple: our knowledge is insufficient. And because it is limited, so too is our understanding. 
 
The scientist will say that he conducts experiments so that he may increase his knowledge of the natural world. Through careful observation, the scientist discovers 
that lunglock fever is caused by a bacterium. He now knows how the disease can be controlled. He creates an antibiotic. The te-Vikram priest will say that he studies 
the patterns in a stain of blood in order to increase his knowledge of the world. Through careful observation, he concludes that lunglock fever is caused by the failure 
of the sick man to sanctify the hearth. He now knows how the disease can be controlled. He directs the man’s family to carry out the blood-sacrifice. Who is correct – 
the scientist or the priest? While it is true that those with lunglock fever carry the bacterium in their lungs, who can say a demon didn’t blow the bacterium into their 
lungs? While we can see the bacterium and its effect on lung tissue with a microscope, demons elude our senses and scientific devices. Does our inability to see or 
detect a demon mean that one does not exist? What science finds to not be existent, we must accept that it is not existent. But what science does not find must 
remain an enigma. 
 
The greatest evils that Vulcan exerted upon Vulcan arose from feeling very certain about something, which was, in fact, not true. Consider these examples from our 
history. To the House of Sakkhet long ago, a child was born who could sense where water was. The child Mahta was fought over, stolen often. When he had grown 
and his Times came, he was forced to sire children for the house of this captor, then the next, each wanting to add Mahta’s gift to his own bloodline, each hoping to 
gain power over the other. It was a false belief. Through their excessive desire, the precious gift became common in the genome. Now, because of the water-adepts, 
no house is without water. But Mahta died a broken man. 
 
The Lady Suvin of House Velekh believed she could be mistress of the richest and most powerful house throughout Vulcan by stealing T’Thelaih from House Yehenik. 
T’Thelaih had the killing gift. When she became angry, she could kill by touching the mind. Suvin meant to use the girl as a weapon and bound T’Thelaih to her 
grandson Mahak. When the girl learned Suvin’s plan and Mahak was slain while kept from his wife, T’Thelaih became enraged and killed everyone in House Velekh. 
Then she jumped out the window, killing herself and her unborn child.2 
 
Today, the mindlord Sudoc believes he can control the mind of every Vulcan and rule the planet. It is a false belief. Even now he grows weary. He is overwhelmed by 
the thoughts of those he controls. We should not fear him. He, too, will submit to his own greed. 
 
Before we consider the question of the truth, let us first examine how we know what we know -- how we gain knowledge. I shall begin by surveying the three primary 
ways that we commonly gain knowledge. None may be trusted. 
 
Since we are physical beings that live in a physical world, we primarily gain knowledge through sensory perception. But our senses can deceive us. A flight simulator 
will cause me to think that I’m flying a shuttle craft when I’m actually resting in a box. Our senses can be damaged or may not function within normal parameters. In 
the marketplace, I may see a red tunic and a green tunic together. To me, their color makes one distinct from the other. But the man with color-blindness cannot make 
that distinction. He sees two tunics of a similar hue. It appears that the redness or greenness is not in the tunic but in our senses, in our minds. 
 
The second way the Vulcan gains knowledge is through extrasensory perception, such as telepathy and psychometry. Additionally, information comes to us through 
intuition in the form of racial memory or recollection or past lives. The adepts of Seleya say that these abilities are inherent in all of us but that the skills lie dormant 
because we choose to ignore them. For example, those who do not believe in the existence of the katra do not believe they have past-life recollections. The data 
extrasensory perception brings us cannot often be confirmed. Thus, need we discard it? 



When I first visited Seleya and was shown the guest chamber, I perceived a flash of vision. I saw, as if I had been in that chamber, a woman in childbirth. I turned my 

eyes away, for I saw her as if I had been delivering her baby. Because I had been disturbed by the vision, I agreed to a mind-meld. The priestess told me that in a past-

life I had been a healer, but I could not save my wife or my child. They had died in that chamber. Because my father does not believe the katra exists, he does not 

believe  that I had a life before this life. Who is right? I choose to believe the priestess’s explanation because, presently, I have no other explanation for the vision. 

 

The third source that we use to gain knowledge is authority. We must consider large amounts of knowledge from leaders, teachers, parents, and experts without 

being able to verify their statements. As a child, I bowed to the authority of my parents when they said, “Don’t jump from the cliff or you will fall to your death. You 

are not a bird. You cannot fly.” My youthful energy made me feel that I could fly, but I had never seen a Vulcan fly. I could not test my parents’ knowledge. The risk to 

myself was too great. If I had argued and demanded proof, I could have thrown my sehlat off the cliff and observed what happened to it, but I reasoned that if my 

parents were correct, my sehlat, which was not a bird, would have died. I cared what happened to my pet, so I didn’t throw him off. Instead, I hurled a sash-savas. 

When its hard shell hit the rocks below, it split open and splattered juice everywhere. I noticed the similarity between the fruit and my skull. 

 

Because knowledge from authority is secondary, outside of our personal experience, we must use caution toward believing that a statement is true. If we possess the 

skill and equipment to verify a statement, we should do so, but often we cannot. We are left to consider statements from other authorities, experts, who have the skill 

and equipment. Therefore, how can we know if these experts speak the truth? We cannot. We cannot know because in our current state as Vulcans, the truth is 

unknowable to us. I shall examine this observation presently. But for those phenomena that are knowable, we must consider them with logic, with analytical thinking. 

Deduction, known to mathematicians, can help if our premises are correct. For example, if I begin with the premise that all sehlats are black, and my neighbor has a 

new sehlat, then I will deduce that his sehlat is black. But when I visit my neighbor and see that his new sehlat is white, I must conclude that my primary premise -- all 

sehlats are black -- is false. I must change my thinking based on my experience. Every day, we must live by what truth we can discover, but tomorrow we must be 

prepared to declare it false. 

 

Thoughts 
 

For our survival, it is important that we have knowledge of a physical truth. I know that if I jump off a high cliff, I will die. I understand the impact of the physical world 

on my body. But does knowing that sehlats may be black or white, that they hunt valits, or that they mate for life help me understand the sehlat? These facts help me 

to increase my knowledge of sehlats, but to understand the sehlat, I must ask, “What makes a sehlat a sehlat?” Or, “What makes a Vulcan a Vulcan?” 

 

No learning is ever wasted.3 Wide experience increases wisdom, provided the experience is not sought purely for the stimulation of sensation.4 Our senses can deceive 

us and the knowledge they bring us is limited. We create machines to extend their limits, but these machines can also be deceived. To know the ultimate truth, we 

must transcend knowledge, go beyond surfaces that our senses detect, to understand without knowing. By not seeking, we find. For the Vulcan species to survive, 

this is the discipline we must master. 

___________________________________________________________ 
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